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Self-publishing hos come of age;
it’s trunsforming writers into literary
entrepreneurs

By Jinoy JoseP.
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I AFTER HOURS PUBLISHING

RASHMI
BANSAL:

Her first two
books came via
non-traditional
publishers

RASANA ATREYA:
Rejected offer from
aleading publisher

forher Amazon
bestseller Tell A
Thousand Lies

set the price and click to
‘publish’,”savs Atreya.
“When someone else does
this for you, that's not self-
publishing.” Atreya says it
is unfortunate that many
companies are using Lhe
term for all the wrong rea-
sons. “These companies are
the new vanity publishers
who bill you for a lot more
than what self-publishing
actually costs.”

But not many buy this
logic. “Self-publishingis a
lucrative business publish-
ing companies can make
money from,” says a top
executive ofa Delhi-based
publishing [irm. There

arc no rcadily available
estimates for India, butin
the US, according to data

. from book research firm

Bowker, the number of self-

é published books has grown

about 290 per cent since
2006, with about 240,000
print and e-titles released
in 2011 Inthe UK, arcport
says self-published books
accounted for nearly 11 per
cent of all e-books bought
inthe first halfof 2012.
That's big growth. And
a fast-emerging market
for sure. Several publish-
ers are alreadytryingto
cashin on thistrend. In

- July 2012, Penguin bought

self-publishing platform
Author Solutions from
Bertram Capital, a US-
based private equity firm,
for 8116 million. The move
came abouta year after
Penguin launched its own
selt-publishing platform,
Book Country. In 2011,
Author Solutions saw rev-
enues of $100 million. So

far, it has helped 170,000

authors who have gone on

. topublish 200,000 books.

Penguin did not stop

" there. In India, it went on
- tolaunch a self-publishing

service called Partridge,
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TOOLSYOU
CAN USE

1. AMAZON
OffersteclsCrecteSpace, K ndle
Giract Fublishirg and Advantage

2. SMASHWORDS
A lerpe distributarnfe-hoaks.
Jtfers marseting services, to

3.BOOKBABY
Helps punlish, distribute e-bocks
onpletforms iseiPad, Kindle, etc,

4. XINXI!
Helps connect authors with e-book
salers, etalers, acents andbuyers

S.KOBOWRITINGLIFE
Presentinarcund 190 countries.
Helps prepare, publish. selt 2-books

6. TACTILIZE

Ase [-publishing app oniPad. 0f-
fersacontent netwaorkas well

7. LU
Print-on-cemand, digitel publish-
ing, distributing services
8_PARTRIDGE

Pengur's self-publishin imp-int
nacked hy Author Snlutinns

9_ARCHWAY PUBLISHIIG
SElf-publishing arm of ‘e UE-
hased noblisher Simon & Schuster

10.POTHI
Ind a-tiesed print-on-Jemand.
self-publishing s2rvice

in February 2013, in
partnership with Author
Solutions. The services it

. offers to authors include
" editing, design and illus-
'~ tration, e-book formatting

and distribution on all
e-readers and publicity.
The serviceissimilarto
rival Simon & Schuster’s
Archwav Publishing,

. which is outsourced to, yes,

Author Solutions itself. The

. fees charged from authors

depend on the services
they opt for. Roughly, these
range between Rs 12,000
and Rs1,50,000.

Despite these impressive
numbers, self-publishing
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has been a fiction phenom-
enon so far. “Itis a term less
used in academic publish-
ing,” says Sage’'s Mehra. “In
academic publishing, open
access is more frequently
used. Here, the author pays

for getting published, but

the content is freely avail-
able online. Going forward,
more trade publishers will

- follow this route.”

Further, there are people
in the publishing industry
who think self-publishing
does not necessarily mean
quality literature. “The
self-published books may
not sell or win quality
awards,” says a publishing
consultant. “Itis just glori-
fied blogging.”

That brings one to the
oft-cited bane of self-
publishing — poor quality
content. Most writers are
averse to hiring protession-
al editors and hence end
up with shoddy products.
It's here that platforms
like Partridge or Archway
comein. There are also sev-
eral e-groups that connect
new writers with publish-
ing professionals. The Web
is full of how-to guides on
self-publishing; the most
famous example of which
is an e-book, APE: Awuthor,

Publisher, Entrepreneur,

prepared by popular
authors and I'T gurus Guy
Kawasakiand Shawn
Welch. And the title of the
book merrily sums up the
self-publishing story of the
day: it’s all about creating
literary entrepreneurs,
rather than just writers. [IJ

N jinoy.bw@gmail.com
W @ginoyjosep



